B “Morocco’s CENTRAL BANK” EXPECTS 5% GROWTH IN 2025

Bank Al-Maghrib expects economic
growth to reach 5 percent in 2025,
before stabilizing at an average of 4.5
percent over the following two years.
The bank also revealed that the current
account deficit will decline to 1.8
percent of GDP this year and remain
below 2 percent of GDP in 2026 and
2027. In addition, foreign exchange
reserves are expected to rise to 448
billion dirhams (the equivalent of $49
billion) by 2027, a level sufficient
to cover 5.5 months of imports. The
bank further projected an acceleration in credit growth to the non-
financial sector, recording growth of 4.1 percent in 2025 and 5
percent in both 2026 and 2027.

Source (Asharq Al-Awsat Newspaper, Edited)
Economic LoSSES FROM NATURAL DISASTERS DECLINE TO $220
BrLLiON
Swiss reinsurance company Swiss Re revealed that global
economic losses resulting from natural disasters fell by about one-
third in 2025, reaching $220 billion, despite the wildfires in Los
Angeles and the devastating storms that hit the United States.
According to the company, insured losses amounted to $107
billion, representing a year-on-year decline of 24.1 percent.
This decrease is attributed to a much less severe hurricane season
in the North Atlantic compared with 2024, which witnessed
destructive hurricanes Debbie, Helene, and Milton.

Source (Al Khaleej Emirati Newspaper, Edited)
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https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5220062-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%B2%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AB%D8%A8%D9%91%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%AE%D9%85-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AE%D9%81%D8%B6
https://aawsat.com/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF/5220062-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%B2%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%BA%D8%B1%D8%A8%D9%8A-%D9%8A%D8%AB%D8%A8%D9%91%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AB%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B6%D8%AE%D9%85-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%AE%D9%81%D8%B6
https://www.alkhaleej.ae/2025-12-17/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AB-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-220-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-6226316/%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.alkhaleej.ae/2025-12-17/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AE%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%A6%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%83%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AB-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%AA%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B9-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-220-%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1-6226316/%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82-%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9

JORDAN’S TOURISM SECTOR ON THE VERGE OF A NEW REVENUE

RECORD
Data issued by the Central Bank
showed that tourism revenues rose
by 12.6 percent in November to reach
$606.6 million, compared with $538.6
million in the same month last year.
The data also indicated a 7 percent
increase in revenues during the first
eleven months of the year, reaching
$7.2 billion, compared with an annual
decline of 3.1 percent to about $6.96
billion.
The Central Bank attributed this increase to a 14.7 percent rise in
the number of tourists. Spending by European visitors increased
by 36.1 percent, Asian visitors by 34.3 percent, Americans by
about 18.4 percent, and Arab visitors by around 3.6 percent during
the same period.

Source (Al Arab London Newspaper, Edited)

BILLIONAIRES’ WEALTH IN SAUDI ARABIA GROWS BY 113% IN

2025
A report by Swiss wealth-management giant UBS revealed an
increase in the number of billionaires in the Middle East and
Africa from 72 in 2024 to 91 in 2025, an increase of 26 percent.
The number of billionaires in Saudi Arabia rose by 113.2 percent,
with 13 individuals joining the billionaires’ club. In the UAE, the
number of billionaires increased from 18 to 19, while total wealth
grew by 21.6 percent to reach $168.7 billion.
In Egypt, the number of billionaires remained unchanged at four,
with their combined wealth rising by 13.9 percent to $17.2 billion.
In Lebanon, the number of billionaires also remained steady at
two, while their wealth increased to $6.2 billion compared with
$5.6 billion previously.

Source (Al Arabiya.net Website, Edited)
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/12/17/ubs-%D8%AB%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-113-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-2025
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/special-stories/2025/12/17/ubs-%D8%AB%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D9%86%D9%85%D9%88-113-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%84-2025
https://alarab.co.uk/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A3%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%85-%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA
https://alarab.co.uk/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B1%D8%AF%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A3%D8%B9%D8%AA%D8%A7%D8%A8-%D8%B1%D9%82%D9%85-%D9%82%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D9%8A%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AF%D8%A7%D8%AA

I Gorp RiSes AS U.S. UNEMPLOYMENT RATE INCREASES

Silver surged past the $65 level for the
first time, while gold rose following
weak U.S. labor data that revived
expectations of interest-rate cuts,
putting pressure on the dollar and
boosting demand for precious metals.
Spot silver jumped 2.8 percent to a
record level of $65.63 per ounce. Spot
gold also rose 0.4 percent to $4,321.56
per ounce.

U.S. gold futures climbed 0.4 percent
to $4,350.50 per ounce. The gains followed U.S. data showing that
the unemployment rate rose to 4.6 percent in November.

Source (Al Arabiya.net Website, Edited

O1L Rises AFTER TRumMP DECIDES TO IMPOSE A FULL BLOCKADE

ON VENEZUELAN TANKERS

U.S. crude futures rose by more than 1 percent on Wednesday
after U.S. President Donald Trump decided to impose a “full and
comprehensive” blockade on all sanctioned oil tankers entering or
leaving Venezuela.

U.S. crude futures gained 1.3 percent, or 72 cents, to reach $55.99
a barrel. Brent crude futures rose 1.24 percent, or 74 cents, to
$59.65 a barrel.

Oil prices ended the previous session near their lowest levels in
five years, supported by progress in Russian-Ukrainian peace
talks. An agreement is expected to lead to a relaxation of Western
sanctions on Moscow, allowing for increased supply amid weak
global demand.

Source (Al Arabiya.net Website, Edited)
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https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/oil-and-gas/2025/12/17/النفط-يرتفع-بعد-قرار-ترامب-فرض-حصار-كامل-على-ناقلات-فنزويلا
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/oil-and-gas/2025/12/17/النفط-يرتفع-بعد-قرار-ترامب-فرض-حصار-كامل-على-ناقلات-فنزويلا
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/financial-markets/2025/12/17/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%88%D9%82-65-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7-
https://www.alarabiya.net/aswaq/financial-markets/2025/12/17/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%81%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%88%D9%82-65-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%88%D9%84%D9%89-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B0%D9%87%D8%A8-%D9%8A%D8%B5%D8%B9%D8%AF-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AF%D9%84-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%A7-

